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PHILIPPIANS, iv. 5. 


LET YOUR MODERATION BE KNOWN UNTO ALL MEN. 


WW, ODERATION has, at ſome particular periods, been held 
M in little eſtimation as a duty; nay, among ſome deſcriptions 
Tt of perſons, it has been converted into a term of reproach, as if it im- 
| plied want of principle in thoſe who profeſſed to act under its in- 
fluence. When eccleſiaſtical as well as civil diviſions have run high 
in this country, it hath been conſidered as the capital merit with the 
zealots of one party, always to ſpeak of the other party with con- 
tempt and aſperity. Yet moderation, like the church which it cha- 
racterizes and adorns, has weathered all theſe ſtorms; and, being 
founded in the truth of things, till preſerves its elevation in the 
moral barometer. Indeed, I know no ſingle virtue that is a more 

diſtinguiſhing mark and criterion of wiſdom, either in an individual 
or community, than this. That it is a precept of Chriſtianity, the 
words of St. Paul in my text are a ſufficient proof: Let your mode- 
B « ration 
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* ration be known unte all men.. Moderation :” the original word 


is ro eee; meekneſs; gentleneſs; a yielding diſpoſition; and mild 


conduct. 


Nor to enlarge on the more general meaning of the advice con- 


veyed in theſe words, I ſhall chiefly have it in view as applicable J 
to thoſe who are * to places of rule and authority. 


In diſcourſing upon this topic, I have no diſtruſt of being miſun- 
derſtood. They who are moſt deſerving of ſuch eminent mop [att 
will, I Know, accept with candour the. * * word of exhortation, eve 


In the beſt- ordered eſtabliſhments, while men are men, there muſt 
always be imperfeQions. Wiſe and excellent perſons, when ad- 
vanced to high ſtations, have lamented this: they have found, and: 
always will find, that they cannot do all the good they would; 


and therefore muſt content themſelves with doing all the good they 
can. To alter. a government, the imperfections of which are to- 
8 is never ſafe nor expedient. The proper wages is in the 
reader and moderation of thoſe who n. it. | 


— Mopzn⸗ A x10 N, ho either | eccteſiaſtical or civil government, may 
be conſidered as oppoſite to pride and violence; or rather, it is the 
medium betwixt the two extremes of rigour and ſummum jus on the 


one hand, and of too much relaxation and remiſſneſs on the other. It 
- mitigates the letter of the law, and affords every allowance, in a va- 


riety of caſes and circumſtances, which the legiſlature could | not 
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Jo let ſubordinates feel their chains gall them, and, according to 
the Prophet's expreſſion, to urn judgment into wormwood *, is a 


ſure ſign of want-of {kill in the art of governing. No people, if they 


could help themſelves, would chooſe to have the bramble to rule over 


them. Above all, ſpiritual rulers ſhould avoid an arbitrary and tur- 


bulent diſpoſition: the nature of their ſway is pictured forth, not by 


| the axes and faſces, and the ſeverity of power; but by the humble 
| crozier, and the mild voice of a ſhepherd. Even the church of 


Rome ſeems ſenſible of this; ſhe diſclaims carnal weapons, and tem- 


poral coercion. Nevertheleſs, in delivering over perſons, uncon- 
vinced by her arguments, to the ſecular arm, ſhe, by a happy ſub- 
| tlety of diſtinction, and with a meekneſs and gentleneſs peculiar to 
Z herſelf, contrives to reconcile this fair ſemblance of moderation, 
with her tenfold vengeance, and the utmoſt extremes of cruelty. 
But this is a method of which our Saviour and his apoſtles knew 
# nothing. | 1 | 


Tuzy,who feed and ſuperintend the flock of Chriſt, ſhould Tet 


their doctrine “ diſtil as the dew,” and ſhould © be gentle towards 
5 by « all;” with humility © inſtructing thoſe who oppoſe themſelves+:” 
It is no difficult matter for men to be fair, kind, and moderate 


3 towards ſuch as are of the ſame way of thinking with themſelves. 


J | But the apoſtle carries this duty to a far greater extent. Follow 
1 peace with all menj},” ſays he; and again, Give no offence, nei- 
4 ther to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God; 
} « even as I pleaſe all men.” The unconverted Gentiles, and the 
4 | contentious Jews; the orthodox and heretical ; thoſe of all countries, 
# | ſets, and parties this univerſally vaſt and boundleſs term, all men, 


Amos, v. 7. + 2 Timothy, ii. 24, 25. } Heb, xii. 114. 51 Cor. x. 32. 33. 


1 
1 ON contains 
_ : 


contains them all *,” They cannot, - nibh be equally and alike 
the objects of our eſteem and friendſhip; but Chriſtianity teaches us, 
that there is not an individual of the human race to whom we can 
equitably refuſe benevolent wiſhes and gentle 1 Df 


N or to multiply general obſervations on this cubjeg, JI. ſhall 
ſelect a few a Mite that appear, to my ore the moſt 
cogent. 
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| £ AND, firſt, we ſhould conſider, that moderation in behaviour, and 
| eſpecially i in the exerciſe of authority, is what others have a right 
to from us, as they are men, as brethren, as common partakers of 
the gifts of humanity. We owe it to that implied compact, and 
to thoſe mutual obligations, on which ſociety i is founded; and, with- 
out it, men would often have cauſe to prefer the life of a ſavage, 
and the ſolitude of a deſart. Reſpect is due even to the weakneſſes 
and the miſtakes of the human mind. There is ſo much uncertainty 
in things; ſuch a difference in the fize of our underſtandings; in our 
habits of thinking ; our modes of life and education; that it is im- 
poſſible our judgments ſhould be exactly alike. The advantage of per- 
mitting men freely to diſcuſs ſpeculative points, and to form their own 
tenets thereupon, greatly preponderates over the inconveniencies. By 
exerciſing the privilege of thinking for ourſelves, and of debating 
with one another the truth or falſhood of propoſitions, we expand 
and improve our mental powers: and though, perhaps, we may 
ſometimes dwell, more than might be wiſhed, on queſtions dubious z 5 
and obſcure; yet, by theſe exerciſes, the mind unavoidably grows 1 * 
more acute, and conſequently more capable of OY the force Þ 
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At X * Barrow's words: See vol. i. fermon 29. 1 


[5] 
of moral obligations. Vain 1s the pretence of bringing all Chriſtians 
to a perfect uniformity: of tentiments or practice, in matters of reli- 
gion: this could not be obtained, even in the apoſtolical days; nor can 
it be hoped for, till we come to heaven. | 


ANor EER motive to moderation, is the: ſhortneſs of human life. 
3 This argument muſt, by no means, be omitted; becauſe it is that 
? which the apoſtle urges immediately after my text: The Lord is 
1 « at hand.” It is only a temporary authority that any of us can be 
veſted with; and our ſpan will be meaſured out ſo ſoon, that nothing 
4 | here below is worth our eager contention. Where are the fierce 
| U ſpirits, whoſe quarrels embroiled the world in former ages? Death 
has ſilenced their controverſies, and has ſent the vain diſputers to 
1 another tribunal. Suppoſe any one approaching that period, by the 
HH uſual road of ſickneſs and decay. Imbecillity and languor will then 
teach, even the proud man, humility. Will he menace with his fal- 
*Z tering tongue? with brows that have the damps of death upon them, 
will he frown imperious ? Inſtead of vexing and haraſſing one ano- 
ther, during the little time we have to be together, our affections 
| ſhould be connected by our common ſufferings and ſorrows: we 
7 ſhould remember, that we are fellow-ſojourners i in a vale of tears; 
and that we are all bending to the earth, under the ſame ſentence of 
mortality. 
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| Is examples can move men to moderation, we may ſet before 
8 1 them the higheſt God himſelf; the univerſal Lord; the being to 
8 whom alone, in any ſtrict and proper ſenſe, power belongs. If his 
e 3 mercy did not moderate the rigour of his juſtice, the world would 
not be permitted to continue one moment. If he ſhould be ſevere 
1 1 ” 


5. * . e * 


Nee 


, — * — re Fes te 
. _—_ \ at 
1 2 ] 0 IT.” wy 7 
P p 4 CL Cade * — Wnt . K * 1 N 2 
** . \ y aur ter pe PT K 700 ; N 
y 2 r an 5 . TOO GOT" pos er 2 — N 5 : 
1 n £ y 4 4 5 0 * eres 
19 0 ME et a W " BP * * NAS r 10 * wo 20S, 2 


rern 
e 2 
N 


row elegantly applies to God what Ovid ſays of Auguſtus : 8 


18 


4 to „merk what is done amiſs, who might"abide 1 TY But 1 His 


« compaſſions fail not f;“ they are an inexhauſtible and boundleſs 
ſtore. He daily provides for the wants of the unthankful and evil. 


A ſingular proof of the mercy of God might be drawn from 
the interval he allows between almoſt every ſin and the natural pu- 
niſhment of it. Often does he threaten that he may not ſtrike; 
and long he defers the ſtroke f. With inexpreſlible patience, he i 18 
daily enduring the heinous provocations of ſinners; he waits their i 
_ repentance; he ſolicits their reconcilement; though he could in- 


ſtantly cruſh them to nothing, and eaſe himſelf of his adverſaries at 
pleaſure. Plutarch || gives this as one of the reaſons why God is ſo 
Now in puniſhing wicked perſons; that we may learn gentleneſs and 
patience by his example. We are all candidates for mercy; our 
tranſgreſſions are numberleſs; and all of us daily come ſhort of the 


holy law of God. If we treat our fellow-fervants harſhly and rigor- 


ouſly, how can we hope that our Lord will forgive us © ten thou- 
7 and talents! ud | 


nr the bleſſed Prince of peace, particularly calls upon us to 
imitate this part of his own character. Learn of me,“ ſays he, 
« for I am meek and lowly.” It was propheſied of him, that he 


®* Plalm exxx. 3. + Lam. iii. 22. t On a ſimilar argument, Dr. Bar- 
Sed piger ad pœnas princeps, ad præmia velox ; 
Quique dolet, quoties cogitur eſſe ferox. 
Qui cum triſte aliquid ſtatuit, fit triſtis et ipſe; 
Cuique fere pœnam ſumere, pœna ſua eſt. 
Vida tamen vitio eſt, hujus clementia noftro ; 
Venit et ad vires ira coacta ſuas. | 


ft Ie rar r Ty Ou Bras THAW OUAENWN» I Mat. xi. 29. 
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md not Ane; nor cry, neither ſhould: any one hear his: wales: 
in the ftreets +,” He: purſued his work without noiſe, without 
contention and tumult . Rather than give offence he yielded to pay 
Fribute, to which, in ſtrictneſs, he was not obliged. He diſcounte- 
3 Was the beginning of a ſtrife for pre-eminence, and rejected any 
4 ſolicitations to revenge the rudeſt repulſes and injuries. Good will, 
A and love to all, he has emphatically named for the diſtinguiſhing 
4 13 recept of his religion; he calls it his © new commandment,” by 

1 ? which his followers were to be known. We ſhould ever bear it in 
at 3 mind that we are the ſervants of a Maſter who waſhed the feet of 
his diſciples ; of a Prieſt who was himſelf the ſaeriſice; of a King 
9 1 ho was crowned with thorns. In the republic of Chriſtianity, 
0 goodneſs i is true greatneſs, and humility the only honour. Pride is 
a fin that peculiarly tends to make men incapable of divine commu- 
1 ications, and of Heaven's aſſiſting and directing grace; whereas the 
| meekneſs of Moſes exalted him ſo highly, © that God ſpake unto him; 
8 face to N as a man e to his We f. 40 


5 Tur Holy Spirit i is repreſented in Ne as in like a 
| we the emblem of meekneſs ; and the amiable virtues of this' kind, 

| almoſt excluſively, form St. Paul's catalogue of © the fruits of the Spi- 
% rit.” Let pretenders to zeal ſay what they will, men cannot practiſe 
* [theſe virtues, and, at the ſame time, ſuffer their tempers to be ruffled 
A with the fierceneſs of theological, or rather ſcholaſtic, diſputation. It 
is only their © emptineſs of the divine life ? that makes them full of 
W controverſy. They who feel mot the love of goodneſs in their 
hearts, will, in their outward deportment, ever be found to betray 
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® Mat. xii. 19. + Exod, xxxii. 11. 1 Archbiſhop Sharp's words, 
vol. i, ſerm. i. p. 25. | 
| le aft 


2 8 Wife > Ee T4 es > ; 9 8 1 * 
5 8 1 . A DH Rate na n 
Fas VI bn 


” Be Bl awe I; 
CARES I 
2 8 


0» ET YR an A » n 0 ˙ OD n 2 
n om Oe St rw PIE ABI eas dr ar 8 e e ogy 
. < 2 ds 1 5 8 * 2 SE LES ME IBS 2 1 
4 * 1 * Y * n 1 
n * 5 5 r 93 ä 25 8 3 2 


* 8 T 
aa of that bitter: hn of contention, Which, beginning with angry 


altercutions between individuals; at laſt occaſioned hoſtile ee, 
between churches; and will ever be the principal cauſe of retarding the 
wiſhed-for arrival of thoſe happy days, when © all who profeſs and 1 mn 
call themſelves Chriſtians ſhall be led into the way of truth, and | | 2 
«hold the faith in . of Pirit, in the band of panes and in | 'F: 
2 —— 9 . x! fs 01.707 be 
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Abies may objea, thae this is the timid ak WII input | *F t 
| of thoſe who are indifferent to the majeſty of truth, and would | 9 WF 
: betray” the chureh of God. So-far is this reproach. from being | 9 

well grounded, that moderation is the mark of a noble mind, con- te 
ſeious of the ſtrength of its cauſe, and diſdaining any cruel and 
— methods againſt its adverſaries. Go round about 2} 4 

„ Sion, mark well her bulwarks. „ The church of Chriſt is 4 he 
founded upon a rock, and has no need of human violence to ſup- * 
port her. Beſides, with reſpect to that part of the Chriſtian church . F 

which is eſtabliſhed in this nation, it owes to moderation its F 

preſent exiſtence and ſtability, When firſt it ſhook off the ſhackles Warr 

and ſuperſtitions of Popery, the excellent Cranmer, a prelate of un- int 
equalled candour and. prudence, preſided. He was one of thoſe few 9 bn 
characters that are a real honour to hiſtory; ; and to him, under God, MN 
we principally owe it, that the happy medium was 'obſerved, 'retain- } F mo 
ing the faith and ceremonies of ſound antiquity, and rejecting only | pea 
the errors and corruptions of barbarous ages. Our Liturgy has 1 1 
every ſignature of being drawn up without any ſpirit of contention, ite 
or needleſs impoſition. And I do not ſee how the alterations, and 1 5 wie 
omiſſions of parts of it, which of late have been ſo eagerly con- U pf F 
tended for, can be adopted, unleſs we would give up the eſſentials L 
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Legion, and the foundation of our hope, in compliment to Socinlan 
om WT and Deiſtical innovators . The doQrines of our church are mo- 
0 Y © derate; and the manner of adminiftering its government is very emi- 
nently ſo. I Know no ſect, which, if che power were lodged in its 
1 hands, would not be far more a and overbearing. A variety of 
[ opinions and ſets has been found compatible with political union; 
'F I acknowledge it: But, let me add, our preſent eſtabliſhment is the 
Mcentre or key-ftone of the arch; and is neceſſary to the ſecurity of 
b ich ſectaries chemſelves; e for them what t they would never do 


This, we truſt, will never happen; 100 that the church of England, and we may add, 
M 1e generality of the churches which have reformed themſelves from the corruptions of po- 
4 15 Fer. will continue to preſerve ſo ſteady and ſincere an attachment to the peculiar doctrines 
Ha chriſtianity, ſach as the divinity of its founder, and the redemption purchaſed by his 
meritorious ſacrifice of himſelf, as to furniſh, to the lateſt poſterity, the moſt unequivocal 
3 4 Proof, that Boſſuet, the celebrated —_ of Meaux, either miſunderſtood, | or miſrepreſented 


Soeinianiſm.— True Proteſtantiſm i is, and ever will remaio, as much at yariance with the 
9 Poliſh hereſy, as with the Popiſh ſuperſtition ; and while it refuſes to enlarge the catalogue 
* revealed truths, on the authority of a council claiming infallibility, it will be equally 
1 averſe to abridge this catalogue, eſpecially in its moſt capital articles, on the far leſs reſpectable 
1 | uthority of a few conceited and preſumptuous advocates for farther reformation ; whoſe 
» favourite aim ſeems to be, by a ſyſtematic perverfion of theplaineſt and moſt explicit declarations 
of ſcripture, to ſtrip the religion of Chriſt of almoſt every characteriſtie doctrine that can 
1 diſtinguiſh it from pure Deiſm.—ln imitation of Boſſuet, but with far more ſolid foundations 
Fn which to build our opinion, may we not preſume to look forward, and to predict, that 
Aw berever the Socinian theology is current, infidelity will be ſure of a rich ſhare of the 
1 poils and triumph ? This ſtate of things may not improbably terminate in a relapſe into Po- 
= For man is 2 being too ſenſible of his wants and dependence, to live long without any 
3p Feligion at all, or with a ſyſtem of religion ſo lukewarm and unimpreſſive as that we are 
9 Preaking of. Socinianiſm, like the doctrine of the Sadducees among the Jews, and of Epi- 
; * Curus among the heathens, ſeems calculated only for the affluent and the indolent part of 
55 mankind. Its tenets are not at all likely to influence the great body of the people, or to ex- 

eite their attention to religious conſiderations.— It ſhould ever be remembered that theſe, or 
Hoctrines fimilar to theſe, had gotten the aſcendency in the eaſtern churches ; and the ortho- 
Nox faith was almoſt excluded by endleſs ſchiſms and diſtractions, when the ſevere judgment 
= Heaven permitted the abſurd ſuperſtition of Mahomet to come in, 2 ſweep them all 


1 


2 
for one another; — tolerating them all. During the laſt hundred years, 
its government has been undeviatingly mild; and its condition, pro- 
portionably, tranquil and proſperous: ſo that it ſeems to enjoy the 
bleſſing pronounced by our Lord, that the meek ſhall inherit the 
earth“. In all our later civil commotions, the church of Eng- 4 
land, imitating the conduct recommended. by Pericles to the Athe- 
nian matrons, has been little ſeen, and never obtruded on the public 2 
ſtage. Prior to the period juſt mentioned, it was expoſed to ſome | 9 
ſhacks that well nigh ruined it; and theſe were, invariably, the con- 1 


ſequence, not of moderate, but of violent meaſures. Some of its 1 ÞB 
rulers were for winding the pins of government. too high. Men of = 
weak and precipitate minds, they diſplayed little knowledge of the | | 1 of, 
world; and ſtill ind of the true nature af the church and kingdom | I * 


their opponents, have, long fines; os laid have in wh filent duſt: [ ö 
and, bleſſed be God, our church ſtill ſurvives. dhe has ſtood the L | 
rage of popular infatuation ; and the controverſial ſophiſtry of many an 3 
enthuſiaſtic declaimer has broken over her head, like diſtant wunder, 9 
and paſſed away. Her moderation is the cauſe that the vehement 4 


7; 8s 


writings of men of different factions againſt her, before our time, are 
now totally neglected and forgotten. Some late attacks have equalled 9 | 
any of the former | in miſrepreſentation, acrimony, and malevolencef. M 
0 Mat. v. 5. 35 i - 
1 See his funeral oration in Thueydides. | 0 
t See ſome late publications; particularly of Mr. Robinfon, and Drs. Priefiley and Price. 1 
Our Proteſtant diſſenters, of every denomination, however at variance amongſt themſelves, 7 
ſeem to unite moſt cordially, in adopting this ſavage mode of waging war againſt the eſta- | # ; 
bliſhment.—The old cry of Root and Branch! ſeems to be revived, from every quarter. 0 
Mr. R. Robinſon, though he be not an enemy to ſome capital articles of our common 
faith, pours out ſuch a torrent of illiberal invective againſt our prelatical church, in almoſt every | 
page of his Plan 7 Lectures, that it ſeems 1 to ſelect any particular paſſage. Such ; 3 F 
: | an 3 

3 4 


1 


— 


T mn * 
But her moderation is the beſt anſwer to them “; and will, I doubt 
not, quicken their pace to oblivion. We may well, indeed, be al- 
lowed to treat with contempt, or rather pity, the virulent ma- 
; lignity of a few factious leaders of miſguided ſectaries at home, while 
our church ſtands high in the impartial eſtimation of the moſt 


| | diſtinguiſhed proteſtant writers abroad T's can boaſt of being honour- 
| ed 


7 an . is, ! a 1 fend: His alias ien rocotls upon himſelf and his 
We: party: and his party, we know, is of no ſmall conſideration; for the very reſpectable 
Falter Afociation, aſſembled at Harlow in ee have en his work, and ne. 


10 their fiſter churches. | 
I Can we forbear expreſſing « our concern, that it is not in our power to ihn more W 


of Dr. Prieſtley ? who is honeſt enough to avow, that no convulſions in the political world ought 
0 be a ſubjec of lamentation, if they can be attended with /o defirable an event as to make way 
for the introduction of his great improvements in religion :—Improvements,' which would 
have ſhocked even the Socinians of the laſt age. One would-almoſt think that the fiery-zeal of 
0 this indefatigable champion of Unitariani/m, wiſhes for the revival of the forcible mode of 
_ preaching which gained converts to the Koran, But, thank God, he is a miffionary without an 
army to back him! and we have his own words to comfort us, that we muſt wait for the fall 
= of the civil power, before he can realize his exulting dreams of victory, and ſucceed in his 

earneſt Jabours to overturn our conſtitution in church and ſtate. —See eee of Chriftia- 
= nity, at the concluſion. 


Dr. Price, who ſteers a middle courſe bethves the two extremes of Athanaſianiſm (as he 
= ſpeaks) and Socinianiſm, will forgive us for deſiring him to reconſider the following paſfage, 


and to retract the harſh expreſſions, and the uncharitable wiſh, which, we are ſorry to find, 
have dropped from his pen. The enemies of Revelation,” ſays he, „ do not ſufficiently 
„ conſider, that by oppoſing, in enlightened times, all attempts to remove ſuch ſhocking 
88 << blemiſhes from our eſtabliſned code of faith and worſhip, they expoſe the hierarchy to- 
particular danger of a ſudden and total overthrow. As a friend to the free progreſs of 


truth, and an enemy to all flaviſh hierarchies, I could almoſt wiſh they may perſevere 


1 in their obſtinacy.” Price's Sermons, p. 63. 


« * The Preſtytoriant, and the numerous ſects of different denominations that are com- 


| p * prehended under the general title of Non-conformiſts, enjoy the ſweets of liberty under 
the influence of a /zga/toleration. Thoſe indeed who are beſt acquainted with the preſent 
8 << fiate of the Engliſh nation, tell us, that the diſſenting intereſt declines from day to day, 
and that the cauſe of non-conformity owes this gradual: decay, in a great Werte to the 
lenity and moderation that are practiſed by the rulers of the eſtabliſhed _ Dr. 


1 Maclane's Tranſlation of Moſheim's Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, Cent. xviii. Sect. 23. 
x ＋ From amongſt the innumerable'teſtimonies of this kind that exiſt, may I be permitted 
- to ſele& two or three? That prodigy of learning and genius, Hugo Grotius, ſpeaking of 


5 


ed with the © right hand of fellowſhip,” cheerfully given to her 
4 * bee mn and: * while ſhe can pro- 


n 


the church of England, ſays 5 a. it chad gouriſhed, hs: becauſe its 8 ad- 
«* mitted no new-fangled conceits of their own, but had their eyes fixed on the pureſt ages.” 
[in Anghd wider quam bend procefſerit dogmatum noxiorum repurgatio, bac maxim? de cauſa, 
guod qui ſanctiſimum id negotium procurandum /u ſuſcepere, nihil admiſerint novi, nihil ſui ; ſed 
ad meliora /ecula intentam habuere oculorum aciem, —Grotii Epiſ. ad Jo. Corvin.] Iſaac Ca- 
- faubon aſſigns the ſame reaſon, for calling the church of England, the ſoundeſt part of 


the reformation. Si me conjedara non fullit, totius reformationis pars integerrima eſ in Anglia, 

adi cum fudio veritatis viget fudium antiquitatis.—Caſauboni Epiſ. ad Claud. Salmaſium. 
I.: is well known, that the firſt king of Pruſſia, about feventy years ago, had formed a 
| wag of uniting into one church, his Lutheran and reformed ſubjects, by the introduction of Z 
and liturgy of the church of England, into his dominions. Jablonſki, his 


the government 
majeſty's chaplain, and ſuperintendant or biſhop of the Proteſtant church of Poland, had a 
ſhare in condutting that negociation. In one of his letters, this eminent divine, after 


other high commendations, paſſes this judgment on the church of England, that,“ it comes _ 


4 noareſh, of all the reformed churches, to the pattern of the primitive church; is the chief glory 7 C + 


, of the Reformation, and the ſecureſt bulwark againſt Popery ; and that no one enn refo 


«© its communion, without being guilty of ſchiſm.*” [2x0 autem, diutius eccleſie Anglicanæ com- 
exxnione Aud ſum, mag wagi/que in ed fententid confirmatus fui, libros gjus Hmbolicus nibil habere 

bnteredowiee ; cultum nibil idolalatria vel fuperftitionis ; hierarchiam werd ordinis et decoris plu- 
 Fimum ; oamgue, boc nomine, inter omnes ecclefias reformatas, ad exemplar ecclgſiæ primitive 1 
proximt accedere ; meritique audire dus in cæœlo chriftiano lucidiſſimum; decus reformationis | 


ins ; cf euangelii adver ſus papatum propugnaculum firmiſſumum ; eujus communioners 1 
ab/que fehi i/matis nord aſpernari poſit nemo. See Archbiſhop Sharp's valuable account of the = 


meaſures taken in the years 1711, 1712, and 1713, to introduce the Engliſh liturgy into the WF \ 
king of Pruflia's dominions and the electorate of Hanover; printed in F rench 1767, by * = 


Grace a worthy deſcendants. 9 
2 This literally was the caſe in 1618, at the ns ſynod of Dort; at which, befides 


- the Dutch clergy, many divines of .other reformed churches, aflited.—Amongft all theſe, 
members and aſſiſtants, Dr. George Carleton, Biſhop of Landaff, who was ſent from Eng- 
land, had always the precedence. It may be worth while to mention, on the authority of 
Biſhop Hall, then dean of Worceſter, who was preſent, that when Biſhop Carleton had taken 
occaſion to obſerve how excellent an inſtitution epiſcopacy was for the prevention of ſchiſm 
and hereſy, Bogerman the preſident replied alaud, before al afar „. ee fen 3 4 | 


adio felices. 


For 8ccumulated proofs of the agreement of the reformed churches abroad, with the re. 


lber d churches beyond ſeas ; and bis Latin work, in defence of it, intitled Vindiciæ, &c. 3 | 
Dr. urell, has inſerted i in his two books ſeveral valuable teſtimonies of private divines, par- 


ticularly, þ 


formed church of England, and of their approbation of our form of church government be | 
and of our litargy, fee Dr. Durell's Few of the government and public worſhip of God, in 


Il 


mer; e. our rheked brelhren; che moſt Hndublable and authentic 
proofs: that” their cauſe is' condemned; even by the church of Ge- 
W nevat idle, under whoſe fanttion, and by aro _> uſed 
00 ban nm. and eee We nene 


ft 


SS" 


= Ir is an old 8 has n dh, avs this fem 
tence is wiſe and true, not only in an œconomical view, but in the 
} whole conduct of human affairs. They who aim not too high, and 
Þ urge not their projects in too rough and impetuous a manner, will 
| | ſucceed beſt, as well as diſturb the world leaſt. Moderation is an ex- 
f if periment in church government that has now been tried for above a 
9 century with complete ſucceſs and there is a happy proſpect, from 
1 the temper and wiſdom of thoſe who fill the higheſt ſtations in the 
| | church, that it will long be perſevered in; and that we ſhall never 


more recur to any other meaſures. The pe the mild and be- 


1 nevolent diſpoſition I have been recommending, carries part of its 
; q recompence in its own boſom. The counſellors of peace enjoy 
3 that tranquillity which they procure to others. The ſerenity 
of their ſouls is that of a pleaſant and healthful climate; and 


= while rulers, in their gentleneſs and patience, imitate the revered 


footſteps of the Almighty, they, likewiſe, in their humble meaſure, 


ticularly of the French reformed church, which do great honour to the church of England. 
Need we, after all that has been produced in this and in the foregoing note, have recourſe 
ro the meaneſt of all mean things, ſelf-adulation ? And yet, ſuch was the candour of the Author 
of the ConfiMonal, that he does not heſitate to bring this railing and falſe accuſation again 
his brethren. [See the Preface to the Firſt Edition of the Conf2/foral.] 


* In confirmation of this, I beg leave to refer to a Letter from the Paſtors of the Church, 
and the Profeſſors of the Univer/ity of Geneva, to the Univerſity of Oxford, in 1706.— This 
Letter, and that ſent in anſwer to it from Oxford (both of which breathe that ſpirit of 


| 9 moderation we are now recommending), though printed at the time, being, I gueſs, little 


known at preſent ; the reader, I truſt, will not cenſure me for republiſhing them. That this 
note might not be extended to an immoderate length, I have thrown them into an Appendix. 
t Mediocria firma. 


1 reflect 


tate of verſe tarmony and union. When a 
enters into peace: he loved and cultivated it while on earth; and in 
heaven it ſhall be his everlaſting reward. 6% 2x 


— * . * 


f „ ö 5 


4 N : "of # 1 1 13228 


mY 


Y "1 * 9 1 7 ? "I - * 8 * - hs y e P * < a N a N , b 4 * * ** . 
— 1 . , 
t : 
7 g 
, , * = 
> 
. * 
: * 6 ” I 
* 
. 
| 4 SB © — * 
— : at - _—- > - 
P P | : $7 „ , - 7 4 Gy "2. >. 
3 . . a SF . 
f 0 - p ” 4 7 * 83 . * 
I V>® 5 8 93 <a > * : * 2 
* 
. 


LITER a celeberrimis Eccleſiæ et Academiæ Ox NE- 
vEns1s Paſtoribus et Profeſſoribus, ad Univerſitatem 
OxoNIENSEM, tranſmiſſæ; una cum Reſponſo ejuſdem 
Univerſitatis Oxox. ad eaſdem Literas, in frequenti 
Convocatione, omnium Doctorum, Magiſtr. regentium 
et non regentium, lecto et approbato Febr. ::, 1706-7. 


1 Renata Domino . . & Viris nobili iffimis, 1 
berrinis, praſiant! iſimis, Reforibus, Dottoribus, aliiſpue Membric, 
Univerſitatis Qxonienſis, plurimum reverendis. 


VIRI NOBILISSIMI, CELEBERRIMI, DOCTISSIMI, NOBIS PLURIMUM CO- 
LENDI, ET FRATRES IN CHRISTO DILECTISSIMI. 


GUMM O gaudio nos perfudit quod de veſtrd in nos charitate ſcribere dignatus 

eſt illuſtriffimus Præſul Hen. Lond. Epiſcopus f. Cum enim accepiſſemus nos 
male audire & Geneve famam apud vos deteri ; nomine veſtro nos docuit præ- 
judicatas eſſe & veteres opiniones nondum penitis depaſitas; & que in medium 
a quibuſdam allata erant nos non ſpeftare, verum nonnullos qui ecclefis An- 


* This title was prefixed to the Letters printed at Oxford that year. + Bp. Compton. 

t In a book printed at Amſterdam in 1707, under the title of Eutretiens fur la Correſpon- 
dance fraternelle de l Egliſe Anglicane, avec les autres Egliſes reformees, amongſt various other 
valuable documents of the brotherly intercourſe between the church of England and the 
reformed churches abroad, we meet with two Letters of Biſhop Compton, both of which re- 
late to the correſpondence here publiſhed. From one of theſe we learn, that the reports 
prevalent at Geneva, of unfavourable ſentiments being entertained at Oxford about their 
church, had their origin from ſome Verſes publiſhed in the Exequie Ducis Glouceftrie. 


„„ =_.. glicane 


"I 4 


 glicane d. 4 iſcrp "TORE 8 liturgiam detrectantes, nomen naſtrum pre Je ferebant : 
illud ver 2 ſententid noftrd omnind diffitum eſſe, noverat vir illuſtriſſimus. Ita 
et, fratres dilestiſimi fimulque plurimum colendi : tantum abeſt ut ab eccięſid 
 Anglicand animus nofter alienus fit, ut potius ſemper eam magni fecerimus ; 
nec ullus noſtrim, dum in Anglid verſatus eſt, ab ejus catibus aut Hnaxi 
receſſerit. Interceſſit paſtorum noftrorum, & præſertim Calvini & Bezæ, cum 
illuſtriſimis Angliæ preſulibus literarum commercium: & quoties, quanta eſſet 
lt  vwefre confeſſinis fdei & liturgiæ apud nos exiſtimatio, palam faciendi occaſio 
fe eſe obtulit, eam nunguam prætermiſimus, ut ex varits monumentis patet. Hanc 
Bodis rurſus arripimus, ut quod inter veſtrimm nonnullos aut obliteratum erat, 
aut penitis intognitum, amplius non lateat. Eos ritus quidem habemus, quales 
| reipublice gubernatio & neceſſitas poſtularunt; verum à noſtris difſimiles nec 
Pejicimus, nec in contemptum adducimus. Exiſtimamus, guidem, in Jeſum Chri/- 
tum fidem, in Deum & proximos amorem, cultum ab omni ſuperſtitione & ido- 
lolatrid remotum, que ſuſſiciunt ad ſalutem acquirendam, cum rituum diverſi- 
late ftare poſſe. Optamus, igitur, ut hæc communionis & charitatis chriſtiane 
|  wincula minimè abrumpantur. Si enim inter vos verſaremur, libentiſſimè acce- 
deremus ad ſacra veſtra ; nibilgue magis in votis habemus quam ad commune 
ce ecclefiarum evangelicarum emolumentum, Anglicane præſertim pacem & decus, 
| S papiſtice tyrannidis excidium, conjunctis operibus aliquid preftare. Quoties 
in ad id aliquid nos conferre poſſe judicaveritis, paratos invenietis; tum etiam ad 
| | Feſtificanda gue ſuperius de mente noſtrd exprelſimus. Ne dedignemint, queſumus, 
os ſinceri amoris & obſervantie vebementes affoctus; neque enim intermorien- 
| tur ; verum ad vota pro vobis apud Deum fundenda inde Anenter nos impellent. 
| 
| 


- Dabamus Geneve, VII* Calendas OBobris, A. D. 1706. 
2 VIRI NOBILISSIMI, PRAESTANTISSIMI, 
Sigillom \ Cultores veſeri obſequentiſſimi ac fratres in Domino, Paſtores 
Academiæ. Eccleſia Gene venſis, & in Academid profeſſores, omniumq ue 
nomine 


' ANTONIUS LEGERUS, | 
Ecce Paſtor, Philoſep. Profe Nr, * . Moderator. 


Fai ſcriba. 


Od. 26. This date has ſuggeſted the following remarks. On the 29th of June that 
year, * Turretin made his famous ſpeech to the council of the republic, recommend- 


ing 


T 


Virit plurimum reverendit, d MD præſtaniiſimi m, Erelgſe 
SGENREVANSIS Paſtoribus, & Academies Free foribus*; EET 


VIRI CELEBERRIMI, DOCTISSIMI, NOBISQUE PLURIMUM- COLENDI, 


ITERAS veſtras, à reverendo in Chriſto patre Epiſcopo Londinenſi ad nos 
tranſmiſſas, læti accepimus ; academie huic perquam gratas, qudd profectæ 
fuerint ab academicis pietate, eruditione, atque ardenti erga religionem refor- 
matam ſtudio, eximiis; adbuc tamen gratiores, quod a ſanctiſimo illo preſule 


ing the abolition of the ſubſcription required from their miniſters to the formula conſenſus. 

This meaſure, we know, was adopted: and yet, ſeveral months after, we find the whole body 
of paſtors and profeſſors expreſſing, in this Letter, their unalterable regard for the liturgy 
and thirty nine articles of the church of England, and their readineſs to join in communion 
with it. Are we not, therefore, from theſe premiſes, warranted to draw this concluſion, 
that the ſcholaſtic ſubtilties of over-rigid Calviniſm, were the only ſhackles from which they 
wiſhed-to be relieved? Could A. Turretin and his brethren, if they had gone over to the 
Arian or to the Socinian quarters, have thus, of their own accord, in the moſt authentic 
manner, made ſo direct and explicit an avowal of their attachment to the church of England, 

known to be ſoinimical to thoſe hereſies ? 


But while we muſt acknowledge their ortbodoæy, we cannot extend our commendations to 
their prudence. For what has been the conſequence ? Fifty years had ſcarcely elapſed, from 
the time when the clergy of Geneva were thus ſet at full liberty from ſubſcription, before it 
was publicly aſſerted, by D'Alembert, in the face of all Europe, that many of them had be- 
come converts to Socinianiſm. His words in the article Geneve in the Encyclopedie are, 
% plufieurs er de . 1% d autre religion qu'un Socinianiſine parfait, rejettant 
© zout ce qu'on appelle myſteres.“ Freed from all teſt of doctrine, but a general profeſſion of 
believing the ſcriptures, in which members of the moſt oppoſite communions will readily 
Join, is it to be wondered at, that ſome favourers of Socinianiſm ſhould, in time, become 
teachers at Geneva ? Jean Jacques Rouſſeau, therefore, who introduced this topic into his 
famous letter to d*Alembert, does not ſeem to cenſure him ſo much for affirming what was 
falſe, as for indiſcreetly making public what might poſſibly be true. Nay, he himſelf, it 
is curious to remark, ſoon after, changed ſides ; objecting to the declaration of faith pub- 
liſhed by the miniſters of his native city, upon this occaſion, as if it left their orthodoxy in 
a ſcandalous incertitude / une incertitude ſcandaleuſe), and, inſtead of confuting d' Alembert's 
Original charge, as furniſhing freſh cauſe of ſuſpicion. May other proteſtant churches 
never experience the dangers to which the zoza/ abolition of ſubſcription has expoſed our 
brethren of Geneva! For moſt of the facts mentioned in this note, ſee d*A4/embert's Melanges, 
t. 2. p. 382, &c. and t. 5. from p. 571 top. 610. 

It was well known at the time, and, perhaps, it is not, even now, quite forgotten at Ox- 
ford, that Dr. John Wynne of Jeſus College, who died Biſhop of Bath and Wells, was the 
perſon * wy the . to draw up their Anſwer to the Letter from Geneva. 
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nobis ee venerint; quo nemo aut ecclefiam Anglicanam Paterno magis 
affetu fovet ac tuetur, aut exteras omnes, utcungue locorum intervallis diſſitas, 
arttifſimo tamen purioris fidei vinculo conjunctas, charitate magis fraternd proſe- 
Juitur. Plurimas vobis, fratres in Chriſto dilectiſimi, gratias agimus, quod eas 
ſulpiciones » guas verba nonnulla di verſam longè apud noſtros, ac apud exteros 
homines Jententiam exprimentia, animis veſtris infuderant, poſt mentem noſtram 
plenius gatęfactam, abſque omni cunatione bumaniſſim? . depoſuiſtis. Per- 
gite, viri optimi, ſicut facitis, nos, ecclęſiamque noſtram, diligere; et de noſtrd 
erga vos benevolentid non dubitare; atque hoc perſuaſiſſimum habete, fi quid 
fart? ab aliquo > noftris exciderit, quod in Genevam aſperius diftum videatur, 
id non ad ullam, aut reipublice, aut academiæ, aut ecclęſiæ Genevenſi dedecoris 
laben inurendam, dęſignatum fuiſſe, ſed ad iſtos ſalummodo ? naſtratibus per- 
tinuiſſe, qui cùm ritus noftros impugnent, cim liturgiam contumeliis proſcindant, 
cam a legitimis eccleſia Anglicanæ cetibus ſeſe ſegregent, cùm ſchiſmaticos con- 
ventus celebrent, cùm diſciplinam, apud nos, tam civili quam eccleſiaſticd auc- 
- toritate, ſtabilitam, labefactare omni ope contendant, nefariis biſce ſeeleribus 
veſtrum nomen, ed qud ſunt audacid, pretendere non erubeſcunt. Duantim 
autem vos a turbulentis iſtorum hominum ingeniis conſiliiſque abborreatis, ſatis 
indicant plurima ea, que in theologorum veſtrorum ſcriptis extant, ecclęſiæ An- 
glicanæ præconia: quibus non leve pondus acceſſit, ex literis veſtris nuper ad nos 
allatis, que recens, ſimul ac gratiſſimum, nobis exbibuerunt veſtræ erga ecclęſiam 
naſtram voluntatis teſtimonium. Magni ſemper apud nos babebitur honorifica 
veſtra eccleſiæ noſtræ comprobatio, que ſchiſmati apud nos lan? graſſanti finem 
_ fatim poneret, modo apud illos, qui a nobis diſſentiunt, veſtra tantim, quan- 
tim eam valere ſimulant, revers valeret auforitas. 


De rituum apud ecclefias diverſas varietate, que veſtra eſt, viri illuſtriſimi, 
eadem et noſtra ſemper fuit ſententia. Id enim in liturgid noſtrd, id in reli- 

gionis articulis expreſſum, reperictis ; fas eſſe unicuique ecclefie in ritibus præ- 
ſeribendis jus ſuum in ſuos exercere ; nefas eſſe ut altera alteram incuſet, quod 
ritus a ſuts diſcrepantes receperit. Alieniſſimum eſt 2 noſtra charitate ecclefias 
Mas reformatas, que inelufabili neceſſitatis lege adactæ, 2 primevd epiſco- 
pahis regiminis forma haud ſpont? ſud receſſerunt, tanquam legitimis paſtoribus, 
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out ſacramentis ritè adminiſtratis, penitis deftitutas, rigidd nimis cenſurd dam- 
wares à judicio boc de ecclefid veſtrd ferendo, long? ſemper abfueruntꝰ tbeo- 
logis noftris celeberrimi, qui peregr? commorantes ſacris veſtris Iubenter inter- | 
fuerunt. Sed multim diſpar eft ſchiſmaticorum noſtrorum 2 veſtrd cauſa ; 
multim diverſa de iis ſententia; qui cùm nulla neceſſitate compulſi legitimæ 
epiſcoporum auctoritati ſeſe ſubtrahant, Geneve exemplum perduellioni ſuæ ob- 
tendunt; veſtro patrocinio aded minim? ſuſfulti, ut Calvinus veſter, illos, qui 
talem hierarchiam, quali nos fraimur, non revereantur, ſummdque obedientid 
ob/ervent, nullo non anathemate dignos cenſuerit. Id ſane optandum erat, ut 
antigua illa ecclęſiæ per epiſcapos gubernandi ratio, quam apoſtoli a Chriſto 
ip/o, fidei naſtræ autfore, edocti, et pleniori ſancti ſpiritis menſurd perfufs, 
inſtituerunt, per univerſum orbem chriſtianum etiamnum vigeret. Hanc nos 
diſciplinam, auctoritate pluſguam bumand fundatam, ac divind providentis 
per omnia, que ab apoſtolorum uſque temporibus fluxerunt, ſecula, ad nos tranſ- 
miſſam, non fin? fingulari Dei beneficio retinemus : quam quidem beneficentiam 
Beza veſter nobis optavit perpetuam: nos, vicifſim, vobis ac reformatis om- 
nibus ecclgſiis communem fore, ardentiſſimis votis efflagitamus. Felicius cert? 
reformatorum res procederet, fi qui eandem primevam fidem tenent, eandem 
etiam primævam diſciplinam ampleferentur: et meliori ſucceſſu bellum papali 
tyrannidi indictum gereretur, fi contra impias, piiſque omnibus detęſtandas, pon- 


tifitiorum innovationes conjunktis, ſub antiqud apoſtolici regiminis forma, copiis 


militaremus. Valeant apud Deum optimum illæ, quas vos pro noftrd, nos pro 
veſtrd, felicitate aſſidus fundimus preces: Chriſtus * quem pro ſole & ſcuto 
veſtro habetis, lumen pariter ac prefidium vobis nobiſque propitius ſuppeaitet ; 
ecclefias reformatas plend tandem luce illuſtret; eaſque, ab omnium 885 uaque 
inimicorum telis, ſemper præſtet inco lumes. 
Date Oxonii, prid. Id. Feb. + A. D. 1706-7. in frequenti convocatione 
omnium Doctorum ac Ma giftrorum fam repentium quam non regentium. 
Ita teftor, 

GEO. COOPER, 

 Notarius publicus & regift. Univerſ. Oxon. 


* Alluding to the inſcription on the Geneva ſeal. t Feb. 12. 
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